Selective IgA deficiency in the dog.
This study documents the occurrence of selective IgA deficiency in the dog. This is a unique spontaneous animal model with clinical and immunologic findings similar to that of selective IgA deficiency in humans, the most common human primary immunodeficiency. The disease in the dog is characterized by chronic, recurrent respiratory infections and dermatitis, low concentrations of serum IgA, normal concentrations of serum IgG and IgM, normal T-cell function as measured by lymphocyte transformation tests, the presence of autoantibodies, and a defect in the maturation or terminal differentiation of IgA B cells into IgA-secreting plasma cells.